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Pipe Organ Artists and Recording on the Edison Label

N [

(This Article has been published by the Association for Recorded Sound Collections: ARSC Journal,
Volume 32, No. 1, Spring 2001, pages 28-43. The complete article can be found on the web: http:

/Ihomepages.bw.edu/~rdensmor/EdisonOrganAtrticle/. The following excerpts from the article are

reprinted here with permission.)
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June 29, 1926.
Mr. Thomas A. Edison:

SUBJECT: We need Organ Records

I am receiving a tremendous number of requests for Organ Records of popular
selections to be sold at $1.00. This demand has been so persistent and widespread
that 1 am yrmly convinced that 1 could do nothing more important to our record
business than to issue such records, particularly as Victor is making a big hit with
such records at 75 cents.

I am informed by Walter Miller that you told him to cut out Organ Records for this
year. | should like to ask you to reconsider this matter.

First, bear in mind that 1 am never going to let my enthusiasm carry me away to a
point where | ask for extravagant expenditures.

We can have a splendid Organ put in the Columbia Street Studio for thirty days at a
cost of $1,000. If it works out alright we can buy this Organ for $6,500, and have
the $1,000 installation charge credited.

Now that is a lot of money, but it is really only the cost of twenty double-faced
Fox Trot Records, and in about a year and a half, at most, we could issue that many
popular Organ Records and give the Trade what they want and what they can sell.

1 donbt care about making up a lot of Organ Records in one month because 1 want to
make, on the Organ, red hot selections while they are popular, and 1 see no way to do
this unless we have an Organ at our disposal at all times.

We can make these records so that they will not blast, when played with the Dance
Reproducer, if we just eliminate that very heavy bass pipe which really does not add
anything to the performance but only clutters it up.

Furthermore, think of the use | can make of this Organ for Long Playing Records.
Nothing is more popular over the Radio than Organ-recitals, and we can do some slick
work in this respect for Organ enthusiasts.
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